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Wright State University Retirees Association

Issue 78
Spring
Semester 2013

The ·Extension
What A Night!
Robert Wagley
Liaison for Inte4ational Affairs
A little background first. Wright State hosted
a group of Russian educators who came to the United
States to examine the development of universityindustry partnerships in an effort to promote innovation. The University Center for International Education (UCIE) hosted six Russian visitors from December 19th to the 21st as part of the National Council
for International Visitors International Leadership
Program which is sponsored by the United States Department of State.
Wright State is honored to be a participant in
this program. This particular group of educators visited multiple cities and business establishment during
their three week tour. For more detailed information
on the educators' tour please view http://
webapp2.wright.edu/webl/newsroom/2012/ 12/17I
russians-to-visit-wright-state-to-learn-abou tuniversity-industry-partnerships/
One of the things the visitors requested while
visiting Wright State was to have a home visit. So,
on a cold night in December, we hosted six Russians,
two Russian interpreters, and two individuals from
UCIE.
Lorraine was a little puzzled about what to
serve. We knew they had been travelling for 20
some days and had probably eaten a lot of typical
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restaurant foods-pizza, hamburgers and
steaks. Lorraine asked Joy Wanderi (from
UCIE) for ideas. Joy said she knew they
liked meat and potatoes, so we served them
a stew along with bread and salad. Stew is
not the typical thing you serve to guests. but
they loved it. I didn't have vodka. but they
seemed to love our American beer and wine.
We knew we would be having dinner with strangers from a foreign land, but
were delighted that they left as international
friends. We had a great time talking, eating
and drinking. All but one of the visitors
spoke fluent English with wonderful accents. Occasions like this are needed to
make us all realize that citizens from different countries can have a wonderful time together as we all share the same basic values.
Before dinner one of the Russians
asked if he could take pictures of our house.
We think he must have taken a couple hundred pictures. After dinner they asked to
see our house. Our house is not the typical
suburban house. It is on the Beavercreek
Historical Societies Register of Historical
Homes. Lorraine led them upstairs and told
them that she would not open the door to
our bedroom as that is where we had locked
our two cats and our dog. They were not
only wished to see our house but they also
wanted to meet our pets. They had been
away from home for a long time and missed
their pets. A couple of the younger women
got down on their knees and let our dog lick
them in the face. It was something our dog
had never done before. We can only guess
that Russian faces must taste very good! !
The evening ended with the visitors
giving us some token gifts which are now
on display on our refrigerator. As they gave
us their gifts, each one told the gift was a
symbol of their city or region and told us a
little about where they lived. We were able
to get out our world map and have them
point to where they lived while they told us
about it.

Wright State normally has about four
groups from this program visiting each year.
I will be notified of the visits as a member of
our Welcome Club and will let everyone
know in advance of the visits. If you ever get
a chance to host one of the groups you will
never regret it. It was a blast!

Deaths
Winnie Ferguson, Art Education, CEHS,
Summer 2012
Patricia Olds, Music and English, COLA,
August 2012
William McGrath, Business, COBA, November 2012
Mirka Ray, Librarian, Dunbar Library, December 2012
Gerald Meyer, Clinical Professor, SOM,
December 2012
William Eppers, Jr., Professor, Electrical
Engineering, CECS, December 2012
Catherine Rosenbaum, Instructor, English,
COLA, December 2012
Andrew Spiegel, Jr., Vice-President and
Provost, Professor, History, COLA, January
2013
Hans Berkel, Professor, Epidemiology,
SOM, January 2013
Roland Reichel, Medical Facilities Director,
SOM, February 2013
Evelyn Nelson, Disability Services, February
2013
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The Wright Stafo University Retirees Association [WSURA]
Invites you to join other retirees Wednesday, April 17, 2013

The Dayton Art Institute 's
Storm, Watershed & Riverbank Exhibitions
Commemorating the 1 OOth Anniversary
of the 1913 Flood

12 noon:

Meet at the DAI for lunch in the new 'Leo Bistro Cafe'
Includes sandwiches, salads, soups, appetizers, lunchportioned entrees and desse1ts

1:30 pm:

Tour the Storm, Watershed & Riverbank Exhibitions

Cost:

$5.00 for Seniors

RSVP:

Due Wednesday, April 3, 2013
Head count needed for lunch reservations.

Email:

mary.gromosiak@wright.edu
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The Wright State University Retirees Association [WSURA]
Invites you to join other retirees Wednesday, May 15, 2013

Tour the Carew Tower and American Sign Museum
Cincinnati, OH
9:15 am:

Meet to car pool at WSU Parking Lot #8 - cross the lake from the
Nutter Center

9:30 am:

Leave WSU for Cincinnati's Carew Tower

10:45 am:

Visit the lower level of the Carew Tower to view the architectural details
of this building designated a National Historic Landmark in 1994. Then
on to the rooftop to see a 360° view ofN. Kentucky and its seven hills,
Mount Adams, Cincinnati Museum Center and all of downtown.

12 noon:

Lunch at The Grill at Pam Court in the Carew Tower Hilton Hotel [Pasta Bar $9.50; Buffet including Pasta Bar $12.50 or order from the lunch
menu ranging in price from $5.00 - $18.00]

1:30 pm:

Leave for the American Sign Museum

2:00 pm:

1 Y2 hour tour of the American Sign Museum
[Cost: Seniors (65+) $10.00]

3:30 pm:

Return to Dayton

4:45 pm:

Anive back at WSU
RSVP: Monday, April 29, 2013
TO: mary.gromosiak@wright.edu
RSVPS are needed for luncheon rese1vations, WSU campus parking passes
and number of volunteers willing to drive to Cincinnati.
Parking passes to be distributed in the parking lot before leaving for
Cincinnati.
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tribute. Retirees have raised their percentage of participation from three per
cent in 2007 to 10% last year. TwentyUpdate on University Scholarships
three retirees gave $1000 or more and
and Gift Giving
five gave over $10,000.
Marlene Bireley
Twelve retirees and/or spouses
Communications Coordinator, WSURA
are enrolled in a Planned Giving program. There are various options for
At the February WSURABoard
planned
giving including making the
meeting, we enjoyed a lively and inforuniversity
the beneficiary in one's will
mative presentation and question and anor the establishment of an account
durswer session with Regis Lekan, Execu.
ing one 's lifetime that pays the enroltive Director, Deve' opment and Gift
lee interest during his/her lifetime
Planning for the university. He shared
specific information about our WSURA from money that goes to the university
upon death. Look at the wright.edu
Nick Davis Scholarship, the status of
website under Division of Advancescholarships and student loans for the
ment for more details about the varistudent body, general facts about the
ous options for Planned Giving. Mr.
Campus Scholarship and Innovation
Lekan would be happy to discuss
Campaign (CSIC) and planned giving.
these options with anyone who has inMr. Lekan reminded the Board
terest.
His campus number is 775that our scholarship was endowed in
4988 and his office is 108 Allyn Hall.
1997. Since that time we have awarded
eleven students scholarships for a total
Donations to the Retirees
of $12, 600. Donations have come from
Scholarship Fund
175 individuals. The current value at the
Leone Low
time of the presentation was $41 , 929 in
Secretary, WSURA
the endowment and $2,077 in the spendable account. It is projected that about
Applications will soon be due
$2800 will be available for 2013-14
from students for scholarships, including the WSURA Nick Davis Scholarawards.
For the entire university, the
ship. A main priority for applicants to
Foundation has supported $2.5 million
receive a scholarship from the
in scholarships and the university anWSURA fund is to be a relative of a
other $14.2 million. About 83% of our
WSU retiree. We have been very forstudent body carries loans with an avertunate to find applicants who meet this
age debt of $27,000. This is consistent
requirement and are deserving scholwith the national average.
ars as well. Our awards are funded by
Last year, $550,000 was raised
donations designated specifically for
during the CSI Campaign. Half of the
the WSURA scholarship. One may
current employees of the university con- donate to the ':Spendable Account"

News from WSURA

-
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and contribute to the current year 's
scholarship(s) or one may instead designate "Endowment Account". Interest
from the endowment account goes into
the "Spendable Account" and adds to
the amount available for scholarships in
a given year. In recent years, retirees
have increased their participation in the
scholarship drive from three percent of
retirees to ten per cent. We hope to continue to increase this percentage.
For those who intend to participate, you may wish to consider taking
the funds from your IRA. The Federal
government has renewed a law that lets
us painlessly give a little more. You
must notify your IRA that you wish
your donation to go directly to the
WSURA Nick Davis Scholarship
fund. You will not be taxed on this
money, and it will not count against
your mcome.
You might do the same thing with
appreciated stock and bypass the new
capital gains tax. For example, if you
wish to donate $1000, a direct donation
will cost you $1000. However, if your
highest effective tax rate is say, 30%,
your cost is $390 which is $1000 +(tax
on $1000) +tax on tax= $1390. If you
are fortunate enough to have a 40% effective tax rate, your total tax would be
$560. Using either IRA or stock funds
results in a win/win situation for both
you and our scholarship recipients.

President's Message
Gary Pacernick
Although T.S. Eliot begins The
Waste Land by declaring, "April is the
cruelest month", I look forward to
April and spring after a long winter.
Meanwhile, March is a bridge leading
from February (winter) to April
(spring). I look forward to March 8
when my wife Peggy and I join members of WSURA and others for a trip
to see the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at
the Cincinnati Museum Center.
Our tour guide will be Jan Austin.
Although Peggy and I saw the
Dead Sea Scrolls at the Shrine of the
Book in Jerusalem, we look forward to
seeing them again. These ancient
scrolls are the earliest Biblical texts in
existence. One could write a fascinating account about their discovery and
history. Here is one tiny ke1nel.
Years ago I met a professor at
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati
who had a vast knowledge of ancient
texts. Working with a graduate student
skilled in computers, he published an
unauthorized edition of the Scrolls.
Their computer program reconstructed
fragmented sections of the Scrolls
from a concordance. This made the
full content of these texts accessible
and led to the release of the original
manuscripts. It was my privilege to
know this remarkable man and scholar,
Dr. Ben Zion Wacholder.
In addition to the museum
(which will have happened by the time
you read this), we are in the planning
6
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you read this), we are in the planning
stages for future meetings with expe1ts in
finance, banking, law, and accounting, who
volunteer through Wright State's Planned
Giving Advisory Council. This will increase our personal knowledge and may
open up channels for giving to WSU. In
addition, Gary Barlow and his committee
are working out the details of a new
WSURA Patron Donation Fund. The details of these events are in this Extension or
will be detailed in the future.
Many thanks to Abe Bassett for
hosting a number of us at the Day of
Caring Brunch sponsored by the Dayton
Arab Forum. And, in closing, thanks to
our superb new administrative assistant,
Sarah Spitzer, who continues to make all
of our jobs for WSURA easier.

Election News
Judy Rose
By-laws and Elections Chair

Spent 29 years at WSU - Retired
2012
Member at Large for Board of
Directors (Elect 3)
Sally Clayton , Sr. Paralegal Office of General Counsel
Spent 23 years at WSU - Retired
2009
Amy Hopkins, CATS -Desk top
Services. Spent 28 years at WSU Retired 2009
Mary Kenton, Sr. Assoc. Dir. Univ. Honors. Spent 35 years at
WSU - Retired 2010
Leone Low, Assoc. Prof. of Math
& Statistics - COSM. Spent 24
Years at WSU - Retired -1988
Carol Stevenson, Univ. Bursar &
Dir. Of Treasury Services. Spent
29 years at WSU - Retired 1999

Workshop Opportunity

Wright State 01thopaedics
You will soon be receiving your Bal- is offering educational sessions
lot for the 2013 Election of Officers to the
through May 2013 on the third
Board of Directors of WSURA.
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in
Here is a brief summary of their experience the Family Medicine Conference
at Wright State:
Room in the Wright State PhysiPresident- Elect: Jim Sayer, Dean cians building, These sessions are
Lake Campus & Chair of Dept of Commu- free and open to the public.
nications, Spent 36 years at WSU - Retired
Sessions are on March 19,
2010
April 16 and May 21 on common
Treasurer: Gail G. Whitaker, Assist. Di- problems of bones, joints, muscles
rector - Career Services. Spent 20 years at
and nerves. For more information
WSU - Retired 2009
and to register, contact Julie
Secretary: Donna (Aurand) Curtin,
Knauff at jrknauff@mvh.org or
Admin, Specialist (937) 208-2741.
Univ.Adm. & Ed & Human Serv.
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WSURA Membership For:!
New__

Renewal__

Date_ _ _ _ _ _ __

Name

Date of Birth._ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

Spouse's Name_____________ _ __ _____

Date of Birth._ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __

Primary Address_ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone:_ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ __

Zip_ _ _ _ __

State___

Wright State Department at Retirement
Year_ _ _ __ __
Spouse's Department at Retirement
Year_ _ _ _ __ _
Email Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ __ _ _ _ _ __ _ _
Check One: _ _ Faculty _ _ Unclassified _ _ Classified
Life Membership:
_ _ _$100 (Ages 59 and below)
_ _ $75 (Ages 60-69)
_ _ _$50 (Ages 70 and above)
Annual Membership:
_ _$10
Patron (membership in WSURA not required):
No set amount. Donations are tax deductible . Contributions should be sent directly to tl1e Foundation as follows:
Wright State University Fow1dation
3640 Colonel Glellll Hwy.
Dayton, OH 45435-0001
Make Your Check Payable to:
Wright State University Foundation
Note on Check Memo Line: 551327 WSURA Patron Donations Fund

Please fill in the information requested above and send it with your dues (please do not send cash) to:
WSURA, Attn: Treasurer, 139 Millett Hall, Wright State University, Dayton, OH 45435
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